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Living Oceans’ latest report, Lousy Choices, 
reveals that parasitic lice breeding in 

salmon farms on the Pacific coast have 
become resistant to the veterinary drug 
SLICE™, the only drug approved for lice 
control. Working with researcher Alex 
Morton, whose field work and painstaking 
review of documents obtained under access 
to information laws informed the report, we 
unveil how the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans (DFO) misled us about the developing 
drug resistance. Our groups, interested 
members of the public and a provincial 
ministerial advisory committee were all 
told that there was no evidence of SLICE™ 
resistance in British Columbia.

The spring of 2018 saw parasitic salmon 
lice on both farmed and wild juvenile salmon 
in Clayoquot Sound reach levels never 
before seen in the Province of B.C.: one farm 
reported an unprecedented average of over 
54 lice per fish. Twelve farms operating close 
together in Clayoquot Sound were all over the 
management limit of 3 lice per fish during 
the sensitive period when juvenile salmon are 
first entering the ocean. Forty to 96% percent 
of the wild fish sampled were infested, many 

at levels that would ensure death.
“Early in the spring, it was the disgusting 

levels of lice that led us to investigate,” 
said Kelly Roebuck, Sustainable Seafood 
campaigner. “I was concerned that some 
of the farms in question had Aquaculture 
Stewardship Certification (ASC), meaning that 
they could market the fish as a sustainable 
product for premium prices.” Kelly’s 
complaint to ASC resulted in the suspension 
of certification for five farms operated by 
Cermaq Canada in Clayoquot Sound.

As the season progressed, further review of 
Cermaq’s lice counts revealed complete failure 
to control the parasite. More worrisome, we 
saw a pattern of peaking and troughing of 
lice numbers that we’d never seen before, 
suggesting that repeated treatments with 
SLICE™ were being used, with little effect. The 
lice had finally done the same thing here 
they’ve done everywhere else in the world 
that salmon are farmed: developed resistance 
to the drug.

Drug resistance has grave implications for 
both the salmon farming industry and wild 
salmon: failure to control the abundance of 
lice near open netpen salmon farms has led 

to lethal levels of infestation on wild juvenile 
salmon. Salmon lice have been identified as 
a cause of sharp declines in pink salmon in 
the Broughton Archipelago, where Alex has 
been conducting the only long-term study 
of the parasite’s impact on wild salmon. 
And from an industry perspective, the costs 
are measured in lost profit: Cermaq lost at 
least one farm’s worth of production this 
year, sending the stock to be processed for 
fertilizer. In future, it will face escalating 
costs for more labour-intensive chemical 
bath treatments, which are the only approved 
alternative to SLICE™.

DFO and the industry knew resistance was 
developing as early as 2013, but publicly and 
repeatedly denied the fact. Most recently, the 
Minister of Agriculture’s Advisory Council 
on Finfish Aquaculture was advised during 
its 2017 deliberations that there is “little or 
no evidence” of SLICE™ resistance in B.C. and 
that “lice are effectively controlled by current 
adaptive management”. Our report reveals 
that top DFO management, scientists and 
the B.C. Salmon Farmers’ Association were 
all present for these deliberations. Despite 
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the fact that a specific recommendation 
concerning SLICE™ resistance was being 
developed by the Council, none of these 
people saw fit to advise that the situation was 
already out of control.

Following the release of Lousy Choices, 
DFO finally admitted to the media that they 
have documented cases of SLICE™ resistance 
beginning in Klemtu in 2013.

Worse yet, despite the approval of 
alternate treatments that might have been 
effective if used before lice levels soared as 
high as eighteen times the management 
threshold, industry failed to have alternate 
treatments available in time to prevent 
lethal levels of infestation of wild salmon. 
Independent monitoring of Clayoquot’s wild 
juvenile salmon found 96% of the fish were 
infested with an average of over 8 lice. One 
fish was found with 50 lice. One to three lice 
can kill a juvenile salmon.

So far as the public record discloses, 
nothing that Cermaq did, or failed to do, 
broke any laws or violated its licence to use 
public waters.

It was a certainty that salmon lice would 
develop resistance to SLICE™. That has 
happened everywhere it has been used, 
including eastern Canada. Knowing that the 
event would occur, regulators responded 
slowly to approve alternate treatments, 
but did so in 2016 (hydrogen peroxide) 
and 2017 (azamethiphos). Both are used in 
chemical baths, generally given in wellboats; 
but the effluent is subsequently dumped 
into the ocean. Both chemicals are toxic to 
crustaceans; azamethiphos is toxic to all 
marine life. They are effective only against 
adult life stages of the louse, so they have to 
be used repeatedly during the production 
cycle of the farm.

Why alternate treatments were not 
immediately made obligatory remains a 
mystery, but the fact is that SLICE™ continued 
to be used, and used in repeat treatments, at 
farms where the lice were clearly resistant 
to it. This may in fact have accelerated the 
development of resistance during the several 
months that its use was continued.

The evidence suggests that resistance 
is being seen in Broughton area farms as 
well; and concern has been expressed by a 
DFO veterinarian that resistance could be 
transferred into the Discovery Islands in 
bloodwater emanating from the Browns Bay 
fish processing plant, which has processed fish 

infested with drug-resistant lice.
The lice management policy of DFO has 

long been criticized for lack of scientific 
underpinning and a failure to come to grips 
with impacts on wild juvenile salmon at the 
most sensitive period in their life cycle. It has 
brought us to a place where we are left with 
lousy choices, simply put: increasingly toxic 
chemicals being dumped directly into the 
marine environment, or escalating impacts 
on wild juvenile salmon.

We do not have to make either of those 
choices, however. We can look to the 
mounting evidence of risks from disease and 
parasite transmission and choose instead to 
transition this industry to closed, contained 
facilities on land that have no possibility of 
affecting wild salmon.

...continued from cover

Write to the DFO Minister 

today and tell him to get 

the open netpens out of 

the water!

visit: 
https://livingoceans.org/action/

sea-lice-out-control
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Twenty-seven per cent of the global farmed salmon production is 
eco-certified by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council (ASC). In B.C., 

around half of the industry’s production features the ASC “responsibly 
farmed” green tick eco-logo and there are plans for all salmon farms 
to be certified by 2020. Many retailers and shoppers rely on eco-
certifications to guide their purchasing decisions. So, does the ASC eco-
certification on a salmon product mean it was farmed sustainably?

Recently we released the report, Global Review of the Aquaculture 
Stewardship Council’s Salmon Standard. On a quest to understand 
how ASC certified salmon farms stack up, Living Oceans conducted a 
comprehensive review of all global audits (i.e. compliance assessments) 
filed for each of the 257 certified salmon farms - from the first farm 
certified in 2014 through to March 15, 2018. Our analysis included all 
major Atlantic salmon farming regions, including Australia, Canada, 
Chile, Norway and Scotland.

The ASC’s Salmon Standard asserts the impressive claim that farms 
“must meet 100 per cent of the [Standard] requirements” in order to 
be certified. However, we found this claim to be misleading given the 
majority of ASC certified farms don’t actually follow the Standard as 

written. Around 80 per cent of audits relied on departures from the 
Standard - known as ‘variances’. Some of these variances represent 
substantial changes to key criteria and can enable farms that would 
otherwise be in major non-conformance with the Standard to be 
certified. For example, B.C. salmon farms benefit from an ASC-approved 
variance that allows for higher sea lice levels than what the Standard 
requires. Without this variance, B.C. salmon farms would likely not be 
certified; farms with sea lice levels up to 149 times the written Standard 
have been certified. 

Our report also found ASC’s interpretations to be problematic. For 
example, an ASC interpretation allows auditors to omit intermediary 
stages of the production cycle from compliance. Consequently, an ASC 
label does not guarantee the fish was “farmed responsibly” from egg to 
harvest. It also means an ASC-certified salmon in Australia or Canada 
(where intermediary-stage farms are common) is not held to the same 
level of scrutiny as an ASC-certified salmon farmed in Chile or Norway.

We also found that certified farms in major non-conformance with 
the Standard are able to sell their product with the ASC logo. Some B.C. 
salmon farms remained certified despite breaching criteria governing 
one or more of the following: sea lice levels, marine mammal deaths and 
viral diseases. 

Furthermore, ASC-certified farms that do not have Indigenous 
consent to operate in their traditional waters misrepresent the 
Standard’s claim to be ‘socially responsible’ regarding respecting First 
Nations’ rights and title. At least 7 ASC-certified farms are in unceded 
territories of First Nations so opposed to salmon farming that they 
evicted and then occupied the farms. The farms’ ASC audits nevertheless 
deemed them “compliant” with this criterion.)

Eco-certifications should not simply be rewarding ‘business as usual’. 
In addition to being able to demonstrate improved environmental 
performance of eco-certified producers, credible eco-certifications’ 
practices must be transparent and inclusive, with procedures that are 
fair, and criteria that are rigorous and upheld. Our SeaChoice report 
offers the steps the ASC should take in order to reverse the erosion of 
the Salmon Standard to improve confidence in its application.

Global Salmon Farming  

Industry Nets Eco-certification.  

But how sustainable is it?

Our newest marine protect area is actually going to be administered 
by the Canadian Wildlife Service, for the greater protection of 

seabirds. There aren’t yet any measures in place that will achieve that 
end; just the designation of the area. No new uses to be permitted, but 
not much in the way of restriction of currently protected uses, either.

It was no surprise to the government that conservation groups were 
not pleased with the ‘business as usual’ approach to the designation of 
this area; but they did have a surprise in store for us. It seems they had 
been negotiating with Shell Oil concerning its myriad offshore leases; 
and so the announcement of the protected area was completely eclipsed 
by the announcement the Shell was voluntarily surrendering leases 
covering a vast area from the Scott Islands to Haida Gwaii.

We were of course pleased to hear that Shell was relinquishing its 
offshore holdings—useless to them in any event, under the current 
moratorium. There are still leases held by other oil companies that will 
need to be retired in order to achieve the protection required for the 
Scott Islands.

We look forward to seeing implementation plans for the area, 
coupled with some robust research projects that will enable us to review 
both the spatial extent and the permitted uses within the mNWA to 
ensure that seabird and other marine life can thrive there.

Scott Islands Marine  

National Wildlife Area
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Living Oceans was recently invited to 
participate in a research project, looking 

into the nature and volume of plastic marine 
debris recovery. We pulled together our stats 
for Clear the Coast from its inception to date: 
we’ve removed over 41 tonnes of debris from 
4.4 million square meters—444 hectares—of 
intertidal habitat. We could never have done 
that without the thousands of volunteer hours 
that have gone into dragging all that waste to 
collection stations, sorting and bagging and 
tagging and tying it all up for helicopter lifts. 
Thank you!

Many of those hectares of foreshore we’ve 
cleared for five consecutive years and as a 
result, we can say with some confidence that 
the accumulations we are now clearing are not 
the result of the Tohoku tsunami. That event 
caused a great pulse of debris into the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch that was carried to our 
shores on the North Pacific Current and picked 

up in 2014, 2015 and 2016. Now, we are dealing 
with more sources closer to home—fishing and 
aquaculture equipment, for the most part—plus 
a variety of post-consumer waste from every 
nation in the Pacific Rim.

Our 2018 cleanups began at Grant Bay 
in early July and continued up the coast 
toward Cape Scott until the end of August. We 
partnered with B.C. Marine Trails Network 
Association on the debris removal, to share the 
cost of helicopter services and land transport. 
Together, Living Oceans and B.C. Marine Trails 
brought in 5 tonnes of debris this year.

Our main expedition, to the beaches that 
can’t be reached by trail, took place mid-
August. Project manager Rob O’Dea and 
Executive Director Karen Wristen each brought 
their sailboats to Sea Otter Cove to serve as 
cookhouse, accommodation and volunteer 
transport. This year, we had a real treat: Kari 
Siirala joined us as chef, meaning that we could 

all focus on the job at hand while Kari focused 
on keeping us very well fed! It was good that we 
had him along, as we had as many as sixteen 
people in camp during the expedition, and 
that’s a lot of cooking to do in the galley of a 
sailboat!

We were thrilled to welcome back volunteers 
who’ve been with us on previous Sea Otter Cove 
expeditions and to meet new recruits who have 
come to us through friends, media or their 
own research seeking a meaningful volunteer 
opportunity. Our team ranged in age from early 
20’s to early 80’s and included so many, varied 
life experiences that there was barely time to 
share it all. As this article is prepared for press, 
we are planning a reunion dinner so we can pick 
up where we had to leave off.

Once all the collection and bagging was 
done, we arranged helicopter services for the 
September long weekend. We arrived to find 
that good weather had encouraged a number of 

Clear 

the 

Coast 

2018
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A Funny Thing 

Happened on 

the Way to the 

Cleanup…

Our sixty-year-old sailboat Viajador 
threw a belt just outside of Pender 
Harbour—the only belt for which we 
had no spare. We called C-Tow to bring 
us into port and were surprised to find 
the company’s CEO, Andy Cardiff, at the 
helm of the towboat. Chatting about 
our mission and the urgency of repairs, 
we soon learned that Andy had been 
supporting marine debris removal for 
some time. Long story short, he gave us 
a boat! 
Perfectly powered and designed for 
the open ocean, this boat will let us get 
into areas that we can’t access with the 
deep-draft sailboats and go farther in a 
day than we could ever go in the small 
tenders we’ve been using to move from 
beach to beach. Better yet, we can load 
the debris on board and consolidate it 
as we go, reducing the helicopter time 
we will need in future.
Andy’s commitment to ocean 
conservation goes far beyond the boat; 
he’s joined our Board of Directors and 
will be an active participant in shaping 
future programs.

Thanks to our 2018 sponsors: 
The Sitka Foundation 
The Public Conservation Assistance 
Fund of the Habitat Conservation 
Trust Fund
Ted and Nachiko Yokota
B.C. Parks Enhancement Fund
Regional District of Mount 
Waddington
IKEA 
and all of you who donated to our 
appeals for funds!

hikers out for a last walk in the park. When they 
saw us arrive on the helicopter, plans changed 
immediately: we had an audience settled on top 
of their vehicles, poised to watch as West Coast 
Helicopter pilot Mike Aldersey brought in load 
after load of large white lift bags together with 
colourful strings of buoys, carboys and anything 
else we could secure on a rope.

There’s always a glitch in any plan and 
this year, it was a spring on the trailer that 
our contractor, Dan Carter, was bringing to 
transport the debris to 7-Mile Landfill. Solving 
that problem was a real insight into how people 
on the North Island pull together to make 
things work. Tools, welding equipment, tea and 
encouragement emerged from the forest and 
didn’t leave until the job was done. Thank you, 
Ken and Christoff!

There are many more people to thank for 
the success of Clear the Coast 2018 and there 
isn’t enough room to name them all. To all our 

volunteers, our most sincere thanks. There are 
some special efforts that we want to recognize 
because we hope they’ll give you big ideas!

Two amazing women from Australia, 
Matilde Gordon and Lucy Graham, raised 
funds and kayaked from Alaska to Victoria to 
raise awareness about marine debris. And once 
they arrived, they hopped back on the trail and 
attended our Raft Cove cleanup. Meantime, 
they’d raised $10,000 to support our work!

Cove Adventure Tours of Port Hardy 
organized a cleanup of Cape Palmerston in May. 
They blitzed the beach with a team of thirty 
friends, leaving the debris in bags we supplied, 
all tied up ready to go. They contacted us a 
couple of months in advance to get advice and 
equipment.

Renée Baron, Ryan Wanner and Darren 
Saare—three experienced west coast hikers— 
organized their own weekend cleanup, using 
our bags and giving us co-ordinates for pickup.
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Living Oceans is reaching out to coastal 
communities to help them begin to plan 

for sea level rise. Roughly one in 10 people 
live in low-elevation coastal areas and many 
communities at risk are small in size, with 
little in the way of resources to commit to 
solutions. And solutions are needed soon: for 
most of B.C.’s coastal communities, sea levels 
have already risen and are projected to rise 
by 0.5 m by 2050 and by 1 m by 2100. Our 
project aims to start the conversation about 
appropriate adaptation measures and provide 
local governments and property owners with 
tools to cope with rising waters.

Different communities can expect 
different impacts, 
because there are 
a lot of factors at 
play here. Land, 
for one thing, does 
not stay still: it 
may be sinking 
or rising itself, so 
that the impact of 
rising oceans may 
be amplified or reduced accordingly. The 
shape of the sea-bottom and the profile of the 
land can also influence impacts from sea level 
rise, as they may be more or less conducive to 
storm surges and other wave effects. We will 
explore all these factors in our community 
workshops.

Protect, accommodate, retreat, avoid: these 
are the four strategies for dealing with oceans 
encroaching on land and infrastructure. 
Within each strategy, there are numerous 
approaches that can be taken. Some have the 
added advantage of helping to mitigate the 
climate change that is causing the problem 
in the first place. Not surprisingly, some of 
the greenest solutions are also the least costly 
and, if implemented over time, the least 
disruptive of the community, too. 

For the first strategy (PROTECT), what 
could be used to protect the shoreline from 
sea level rise? The first things that come to 
mind are hard structures that could withhold 
water – seawalls, breakwaters or bulkheads, 
to name a few. While these can be effective, 
they are costly and require careful design 
and maintenance. Another option may be 
to use a softer approach, by creating a living, 
green water control system using berms, trees, 
shrubs, and grasses. This has the benefit of 

increasing wildlife habitat and beautifies the 
shoreline while minimizing the effect of sea 
level rise. 

The second strategy (ACCOMMODATE) 
is to manage the way the coast is used to 
minimize the potential risk to people and 
infrastructure even in at-risk areas. This 
could mean changes in land-use by-laws 
and building codes to address this issue. For 
example, the Flood Construction Level (which 
is the safe level at which to build) can be set 
taking into account factors such as sea level 
rise and storm surge. The City of Vancouver 
specifies a Flood Construction Level of 4.6 
meters above sea level.

The strategy “RETREAT” means literally, 
to move people and infrastructure away 
from the at-risk areas. Clearly, this strategy 
can become very complex to implement in 
coastal communities that developed around 
their interface with the ocean. Waterfront 
properties, once the most coveted, may not 
have the elevation required to relocated 
buildings and infrastructure. Planning for 
an orderly and equitable retreat may require 
help from senior levels of government.

The fourth option, “AVOID”, involves 
discouraging or preventing new development 
in areas with potential risks, using land use 
by-laws. By beginning to plan for sea level rise 
now, communities can reduce or even escape 
the costs involved in protecting property 
from, or accommodating, sea level rise.

Within these four strategies, there are 
many other possible options and any of 
these strategies can be used simultaneously.  
However, financial resources dictating, these 
strategies should be carefully examined 
and analyzed with the participation of all 
stakeholders, to increase the successful 
implementation of any actions.

There are also new and exciting 
approaches that are getting attention – check 
the story of how recycled oyster shells become 

a stabilizing structure against erosion in 
New-York harbor, while providing a host for 
new growing oyster beds and filtering out 
pollution. When mature, these reefs will offer 
protection for a myriad of marine species as 
well – www.billionoysterproject.org. 

 Without question, sea level rise is an issue 
that we need to start talking about. We need 
to talk about its present and future costs - 
social, economical and environmental - and 
we need to also try to mitigate the source of 
the issue: CO2 emissions.

We’ve worked for twenty years on various 
projects to reduce greenhouse gases and 
prevent the warming that is leading to sea 

level rise. The plain 
fact is that there is 
so much CO2 in the 
atmosphere now 
that there is no 
way we can avoid 
rising waters. The 
B.C. guidance of 
0.5 and 1 metre 
is in line with 

several European jurisdictions but may not 
now reflect the most recent projections of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

Our project is part of a broader, pan-
Canadian initiative of the Ecology Action 
Centre in Halifax, called Educating Coastal 
Communities about Sea Level Rise (ECoAS). 
Funded partially by the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans, ECoAS is building a 
network of sea level rise practitioners to share 
resources and best practices, while motivating 
communities to begin the hard work of 
planning to deal with protecting public and 
private property. The project website, www.
sealevelrise.ca, will house those resources and 
already contains an easy-to-maneuver website 
with an interactive map. The map allows 
Canadians to share local stories of impacts 
and solutions. When completed, the site will 
have regionally specific tools and guidance.

With additional support from the Real 
Estate Foundation of B.C., Living Oceans 
will be offering workshops in 4 coastal 
communities over the coming fall/winter, 
two of which we hope to give in First Nations 
communities. We are grateful for support 
from the Islands Trust and Regional District 
of Mount Waddington, both of which have 
offered assistance in setting up the workshops.

Rising Tides: Living Oceans Tackles Sea Level Rise

For most of B.C.’s coastal communities,  

sea levels have already risen and are projected 

to rise by 0.5m by 2050 and by 1m by 2100
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Our ongoing programme of outreach and 
education touched some very young folk 

recently. Last month we received a call from 
Kristi Graham, who teaches a Grade 2/3/4 
class at Fort Rupert Elementary School. As 
part of her teaching a multi-week unit on 
sea otters, she asked if someone from Living 
Oceans could come to her class to tell her 
students a bit about the work Living Oceans 
does. Kerri from our Sointula office seized the 
opportunity to talk about plastics with the 
students and gave them a presentation on the 
impacts Marine Debris has on all marine life, 
including sea otters.

The students were bright and engaged, 
and it seemed a lot of them were already 
very aware of some of these problems. They 
had great ideas about steps they could take 
in their own lives to reduce the amount of 
single use plastics being consumed. In a later 
exchange between Kerri and Mrs. Graham, 
even the teacher said she found the talk had 
led to changes in some of her own consumer 
choices, which is really great news!

Kerri also showed the students a box of 
fish floats recovered from beaches by our 
terrific teams of volunteers during this past 

Living Oceans is indebted to Ecojustice and our colleagues at 
Raincoast Conservation Foundation for the success of our Federal 

Court of Appeal challenge to the Trans Mountain Pipeline. It was an 
important decision, for the integrity of the Species at Risk Act and for 
environmental assessment generally. It is unfortunate in the extreme 
that the federal government appears intent on pursuing the project, 
notwithstanding its admitted adverse impacts on the Southern Resident 
Killer Whales.

The government responded to the criticisms levelled by the Federal 
Court of Appeal by ordering a new hearing into the marine impacts 
of the project. We’re back in that strange, alternate reality that is a 
National Energy Board hearing; but this time, with timelines that make 
the last Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion hearing look downright 
leisurely.

You’ll recall how everyone howled about having no time, no cross-
examination rights and no effective means of getting a question about 
the proponent’s evidence answered in the first hearing. We blamed the 
“Harper amendments” to the NEB Act. Well, this time, we can blame 
the lack of “Trudeau amendments” for putting us back into the same, 
untenable position.

We have retained Dr. Jeffrey Short to provide an updated opinion 

about the fate and behaviour of diluted bitumen spilled in the ocean, 
including its likely impacts on marine species. It’s not just the Killer 
whales at issue, of course; there are 125 potentially impacted species 
at risk in the Salish Sea as well as hundreds of thousands of migratory 
birds protected under multinational agreements.

The NEB’s order gives us just thirty days from October 31 to review 
everything filed by the government/proponent and provide our 
evidence to the Board. 

The NEB is charged with reporting out to Cabinet by February. And 
then the federal Cabinet will make a final determination about its own 
project, which it has already announced is vital to Canada and “will go 
ahead”. Kind of makes you wonder why we’d bother, doesn’t it?

The legal regime governing review and approval of major energy 
projects clearly needs to change—especially where the government itself 
is the proponent.

As if the IPCC report telling us that we have barely a dozen years to 
prevent catastrophic climate impacts weren’t enough, it was followed 
within days by a new report saying that oceans are warming sixty 
percent faster than was originally thought. Read about the significance 
of the findings here: http://theconversation.com/new-findings-on-
ocean-warming-5-questions-answered-106215

The Trans Mountain “Reconsideration” Hearing

summer’s Sea Otter Cove Marine Debris clean 
up expedition. Included in the box were some 
floats with bite marks, which made for a great 
teaching tool for students to think about what 
animal species may have taken bites out of 
the foam floats. After the presentation, she 
left a bunch of floats with the class, and since 
then their teacher has been getting them to 
paint them. These beautiful painted floats will 

Marine Debris talk 

at Fort Rupert  

Elementary School

soon be hanging from the fence out front of 
Fort Rupert Elementary as a visual reminder 
of some of the waste that can be found on 
our beaches, while also promoting finding 
creative solutions to problems like marine 
debris.

Thank you to the Grade 2/3/4 class at Fort 
Rupert Elementary School for a very fun 
morning!
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Living Oceans collaborate on charitable projects. 
You will be directed to the Canadian Coastal 
Research Society web site if you want to make a 
charitable donation.

www.livingoceans.org/donate

Thanks for your support!
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Every year we invite the public to help us 
showcase the beauty of the ocean as we 

advocate for its protection, by sharing their 
ocean photos with us.

This year, once again, we were truly blown 

away by the many beautiful photos that were 
entered. Our guest judge Andrew Wright 
certainly had his work cut out for him!

Thank you to Andrew for judging, thank 
you to everyone who entered their photos, 

and a huge thank you to the wonderful people 
and organizations who donated prizes. Big 
thank you also to everyone who voted for our 
“Sea Hugger’s Choice” award online. 

Take a look at some of this year’s winning 
entries here, and go to our website to see even 
more!

Ocean Exposures Photo Contest 2018 Results!

 Sea Otter by Christopher Hurst

Tide Pool Surprise by Tammy Tait Orca Gold by Earl Hirtz


