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photo: “a simpler way, a cleaner 
way” by bridget forstad was one 
of the prize winners in our 2011 
ocean exposures photo contest. 
we’re using some of the contest 
pictures in this annual report, on 
our web site and in our print pub-
lications to help tell the story 
of our oceans and why it’s so 
important that we protect them.
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Living Oceans Society is proud of our track record of collab-
orative solutions that deliver results. We have been a leader in the 
effort to protect Canada’s Pacific coast since we formed in 1998. We 
are based in Sointula, a small fishing village on the Central Coast of 
British Columbia, yet our influence is national. 

Our vision: Canada’s oceans are sustainably managed and thriving 
with abundant sea life that supports vibrant and resilient coastal 
communities.

To support this vision, Living Oceans Society: 

 ● Engages in scientific, social and economic research to ensure all   
of our campaigns are well grounded

 ● Interprets scientific data for diverse audiences through maps,   
reports and other publications that assist stakeholders to identify  
common ground

 ● Engages with government, industry and the people who live and   
work on the coast to create viable solutions to ocean conservation  
issues

 ● Promotes sound public policy based on ecosystem-based  
management

 ● Empowers coastal communities to protect the ocean resources   
they depend upon. 

abouT living oCeans soCieTy
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leTTer from  
The exeCuTive direCTor
Ocean issues have been a major focus of my work since I arrived 
in Vancouver in 1993.  Working with the precursor to what is now 
the Coastal Alliance for Aquaculture Reform, I helped lobby for and 
attended the Province of British Columbia’s Salmon Aquaculture 
Review (1995-7) and have followed the campaign’s progress very 
closely since that time. Living Oceans’ work to educate consum-
ers and retailers of salmon to choose sustainable seafood has had 
remarkable success, proving once again that well-researched mar-
kets campaigns that allow consumers to ‘vote with their dollars’ are 
among our most powerful tools.

The best tools we have are those that engage Canadians and em-
power them to take the leadership that our governments have 
shirked.  Just now, as government has abdicated its responsibility 
to protect wild fish, oceans and the climate (among the many other 
things it has taken off the agenda) and has decided to bet the farm 
on tar sands oil, I see an enormous opportunity for Living Oceans to 
work with communities all across Canada to create a new vision.  

We need to imagine the ‘blue/green economy’ that we want and 
work with the nation’s heartland to find a path for creating it. We 
can take the legislation to which this government has laid waste and 
make the improvements it always needed anyway. We can work 
to preserve and enhance this country’s capacity for science and 
science-based management. And when we’re done, we can set the 
agenda for the next government of Canada.

Best Regards, 

Karen Wristen, 
Executive Director
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leTTer from  
The Chair
The year 2011 closed on a momentous note for Living Oceans Soci-
ety, with founding Executive Director Jennifer Lash announcing her 
resignation to take up new responsibilities for Canada’s environ-
ment. It was Jen’s passion, drive and professionalism that created 
an organization that is renowned today for its credibility and com-
mitment to marine conservation. She and the Living Oceans team 
moved Canada’s ocean conservation movement forward by leaps 
and bounds during the 12 years of her leadership. It is a stunning 
legacy of achievement in which all of our members and supporters 
can take pride.

I have been proud to be associated with the organization during 
Jen’s leadership, as Chair, advisor and friend. I watched and ap-
plauded the efforts of incredibly talented staff as they built cam-
paigns on science, sound conservation values and community 
involvement. Never shirking from engaging directly with govern-
ment and industry, Living Oceans brought them to the table with 
the communities directly impacted by their decisions. 

Jen’s leadership is a tough act to follow, but never more so than 
now that the federal government has adopted such an oppositional 
stance toward the environment and the people who work to protect 
it. The Board was accordingly pleased and excited that founding 
board member Karen Wristen agreed to take up the challenge—Kar-
en’s long experience in the environmental movement, coupled with 
her legal training and strategic leadership capabilities give us com-
fort that Living Oceans will chart a compelling course for the future 
of the oceans and the communities that depend on them.

Sincerely, 

Astrid Scholz, 
Chair
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photo: mary lindsay

marine Planning and  
ProTeCTed areas

In 2011 our campaigners balanced their time in meeting halls and  
community events on the British Columbia coast with being out on the  
water, learning more about the many ways that people use the ocean.  
Everywhere we went we championed ecosystem-based management and 
an effective network of Marine Protected Areas as essential components of 
marine planning. 
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Establishing Marine Protected Areas (MPA)
Living Oceans participated in advisory groups for a proposed 
marine National Wildlife Area (mNWA) for the Scott Islands and 
the Hecate Strait Sponge Reef MPA. We worked to ensure that the 
protected area boundaries were sufficient and conservation goals 
were effectively represented for these crucial marine habitats.

Over two million seabirds live on the Scott Islands at certain times 
of the year, making the islands a nationally and internationally Im-
portant Bird Area. Establishing an mNWA in the waters around the 
Scott Islands will protect critical seabird feeding areas thereby in-
creasing the resiliency of the seabirds and the rest of the food web.

Living Oceans is actively engaged in negotiations to develop a man-
agement plan for an MPA for the B.C.’s glass sponge reefs. Our goal 
is to achieve formal protection designation in 2013. Some parts of 
these reefs are over 9,000 years old and were thought to be extinct 
until their discovery in 1987. The only place in the world where they 
are known to exist is on the Pacific coast of Canada and Washington 
State.              

Between March and September the Scott Islands are home to a spectacular diversity of wildlife, 
including important colonies of sea lions and seabirds. 

photo: karin bodtker                  

We’re working to ensure 
that bottom trawling and 
longline fisheries will be 
excluded from the Hecate 
Strait Sponge Reef MPA.
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PNCIMA
For the last several years Living Oceans has championed the tripar-
tite federal, provincial and First Nations marine planning process 
for the North Island, Central and North Coast and Haida Gwaii. The 
planning process and the region were both tagged with the unfor-
tunate bureaucratic acronym ‘PNCIMA.” At the time, we saw the 
PNCIMA process as the best chance to protect the region’s waters 
and create the conditions for people to speak their minds about how 
the ocean and marine resources should be used. 

In August 2011 the federal government withdrew from the funding 
agreement for PNCIMA marine planning after lobbying by the ship-
ping sector and Big Oil convinced the Prime Minister’s office that 
the process could be an obstacle to the passage of oil tankers from 
the Northern Gateway Pipeline’s Pacific terminus. The multi-party 
agreement fell apart and the federal government moved forward 
alone on a “refocused” plan to achieve only some of the elements 
that had originally been proposed. Although the usefulness of a 
PNCIMA marine plan was thrown into question, the relationships 
forged over the years with the many stakeholders and sectors en-
dured and in some cases grew stronger due to our need to commu-
nicate through the uncertainty. 

By the close of 2011 we were working with the Province of British 
Columbia and First Nations governments as they developed a more 
thorough and detailed marine planning process that will include all 
the elements originally part of PNCIMA with even more extensive 
local planning and stakeholder engagement. That process is called 
the Marine Planning Partnership for the North Pacific Coast, or 
MaPP for short. 
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Research and Reporting
To gain a clear picture of the importance of the ocean environment 
to the well-being of North Island residents, we interviewed citizens 
throughout the region to learn about the direct contribution of 
marine industries to their communities and where these activities 
occur. The report, Quantifying Nature’s Bounty: The Contri-
bution of Marine Ecosystems to Local Communities, found 
that almost 30 percent of northern Vancouver Island’s economy 
depends on a healthy ocean. 

The joint study conducted with the Regional District of Mount 
Waddington demonstrated a number of links between the liveli-
hoods of people and business in North Island communities and 
the ocean riches they depend upon. 

A 1950s detective theme set the tone for our The case of the 
Missing Marine Protection brochure, a noir take on the state 
of fisheries closures and MPAs. The brochure passed on “just 
the facts, Ma’am” from our research that had been published in 
scientific journals in a more accessible format. We presented the 
brochures to all the Members of B.C.’s Legislature and Members 
of Parliament with marine constituencies in order to increase 
their awareness of the need for better coordination between MPAs 
and fisheries management. 

We drew attention to the 
mystery of why fishing 
continues to be permitted in-
side the boundaries of most 
MPAs on Canada’s Pacific 
coast. 

photo: amanda schmitke

The majority of marine businesses in northern Vancouver Island rely not only on the fish and whales which 
the ocean supports, but on its natural beauty as well.
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susTainable fisheries 

Living Oceans’ Sustainable Fisheries Campaign supported our  
marine planning efforts with a rigorous synthesis of ecosystem-based  
management (EBM) concepts, principles and ecological conservation  
objectives. This resource provides the foundation for applying EBM  
principles to every fisheries management and marine planning process for  
the B.C. coast. 
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Improving the B.C. groundfish 
bottom trawl fishery
For well over a decade, Living Oceans has 
led the efforts to stop the damage and 
destruction to corals and sponges that oc-
curs when bottom trawl fisheries are not 
managed properly. We put a lot of effort 
into this issue, analyzing data, producing 
reports, giving presentations at all sorts of 
meetings, and of course, developing and 
leading the Finding Coral Expedition to 
bring this issue to light for everyone. 

In 2011 our Sustainable Fisheries cam-
paign helped broker a precedent-setting 
agreement between the conservation com-
munity, the federal government and the 
groundfish trawl industry to develop a 
suite of innovative coral and sponge con-
servation measures for this fishery. Living 
Oceans Our award-winning marine map-
ping and analysis team also played a criti-
cal role in this effort. Their sophisticated 
data analyses generated from a number of 
different sources allowed both conservation 
and industry representatives to evaluate 
possible options to improve protection for 
deep sea corals and sponges. The measures 
developed include a frozen trawl ‘footprint’, 
individual vessel limits on coral and sponge 
catch, a procedure to be followed when ves-
sels encounter corals or sponges, and the 
development of a formal habitat conserva-
tion committee composed of representa-
tives from environmental groups, the trawl 
industry and government. While these 
measures were not put into action until 
early 2012, the lions’ share of work on their 
development occurred during 2011. 

North Pacific Fisheries  
Management Organization
Living Oceans is a member of the Deep Sea 
Conservation Coalition (DSCC), one of the 
many voices that have called for improved 
management of high seas bottom trawl 
fisheries that take place in the vast expans-
es of ocean that are outside of the jurisdic-
tion of any nation. In early 2011, a group 
of delegates from Canada, China, Chinese 
Taipei, Japan, Korea, Russia, and the 
United States met in Vancouver to continue 
the development of measures to manage 
bottom fisheries in the North Pacific. We 
attended the meeting as an observer affili-
ated with the DSCC. 

The meeting yielded an agreement of pro-
posed text for an international convention 
to manage these fisheries, and the adoption 
of interim management measures for the 
region. This new international convention 
will provide corals and other fragile deep-
sea habitat with improved protection from 
destructive fishing practices across a vast 
section of the North Pacific Ocean. Cana-
dian fishermen will benefit as well, thanks 
to improved management of ‘straddling 
fish stocks’ that may cross the boundary of 
Canadian and international North Pacific 
waters. 
 
In addition to these highlights, the Sustain-
able Fisheries campaign also participated 
in the Groundfish Integrated Advisory 
Board, the Marine Conservation Caucus 
and discussed groundfish fisheries with the 
newly-elected Minister of Fisheries and 
Oceans. 
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energy

Living Oceans provided leadership and research to the national campaign 
to permanently ban oil tankers from the North and Central Coast of B.C. 
We focused most of our attention on Enbridge’s proposed Northern Gate-
way pipeline. Livning Oceans is opposed to the proposal to bring 200 to 
300 super tankers per year to a marine terminal at Kitimat where they 
would load with diluted bitumen and then carry their toxic cargo through 
the Great Bear Rainforest and into some of the most dangerous waters in 
the world en route to Asia. 
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Northern Gateway Environmental Review
Living Oceans was granted intervenor status to participate in the 
environmental review of Northern Gateway. Our research team 
reviewed the ocean-related sections of the Enbridge application to 
identify weaknesses and gaps, including claims of adequate oil spill 
response capability, financial liability and the safety of double-hull 
tankers. The research was submitted as evidence to the Joint Re-
view Panel for the environmental assessment. 

We used social media, TV, radio and the press to make sure that Ca-
nadians understood the threat that Northern Gateway would pose 
to the ocean. Along with Pipe Up Against Enbridge partner organi-
zations we launched a very successful drive to get people to register 
to give oral testimony at the environmental review hearings. Over 
4,000 signed up to say NO to Enbridge —a record number of people 
to speak at a National Energy Board and Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Authority review. 

Research and Reporting
We countered a massive public relations campaign by Enbridge 
designed to assure Canadians that Northern Gateway and its super 
tankers were of no environmental concern with three reports to 
refute the energy giant’s dubious claims.

Tanker Technology. 
Limitations of Double 
Hulls found that double-hull 
tankers cannot be viewed 
as a panacea for oil spill 
prevention due to inherent 
limitations in their design 
and operation. The report 
generated wide media cover-
age and was submitted to the 
Joint Review Panel, counter-
ing Enbridge’s misleading 
assertion that these vessels 
can prevent an oil tanker 
spill.

Shipping on the British Columbia 
Coast contains information on cur-
rent shipping trends and practices, 
and Canada’s woeful inability to 
respond to oil spills. 

Pipeline and Tanker Trouble shone 
a light on the dangers associated with 
transporting tar sands diluted bitum;en 
through northern B.C. and the North 
Central Coast. We co-authored this re-
port with the Natural Resources Defense 
Council and the Pembina Institute. It 
was then endorsed by nine B.C. envi-
ronmental organizations. The report 
demonstrates why Northern Gateway is 
not worth the risk for the communities 
that depend on the rivers and Pacific 
coastline of B.C.
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maPPing and analysis

Living Oceans’ award winning mapping and analysis team combines  
technical expertise and scientific analyses to play a unique role in the conser-
vation movement. Maps are powerful tools that provide a better picture of 
marine conservation issues, ecological features and ecosystems we’re  
working to protect. Our maps illustrate where the salmon farms most deadly 
for sea lions are located, where currents run high on proposed oil tanker 
routes and how sea lice spread over time and distance on the B.C. coast. 

Proposed Tanker Routes 
and Tidal Currents
In the event of an oil spill, Enbridge 
plans to use containment booms as a 
primary response measure. However, 
conventional booms fail at currents 
above one knot regardless of design or 
weather conditions.

Current readings  
above 1 knot

Proposed tanker routes

Kitimat

British
Columbia

Data: Canadian Hydrographic Service Marine Charts
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Oil and Water: Navigate the Facts 
Living Oceans expanded our online mapping presence in 2011 with 
an interactive Google Earth map we built to let viewers zoom in to 
coastal B.C.’s natural and cultural riches that would be put at risk 
by super tanker traffic. Oil and Water: Navigate the Facts 
map contains photos and information about features such as salm-
on streams and eelgrass beds, orca habitat and herring runs. Other 
layers show the human presence on the coast, the places we live, 
work and play. This tool was showcased by Google at the Canadian 
launch of Google Earth Outreach in 2011. We toured northern Van-
couver Island giving presentations at town council meetings, librar-
ies, community centres and museums using Oil and Water.

Our analysis and map of sea lice on juvenile pink and chum salmon 
won first prize in the science division of the ESRI International 
Conservation Mapping Competition. The map provides information 
on open net-cage salmon farms in B.C. waters and detail on a few of 
the many impacts of their operations on marine health. The win-
ning map was featured in an article in Conservation Magazine. 

British Columbia Marine Conservation Analysis 
Living Oceans continues to promote, chair and manage the data for 
the British Columbia Marine Conservation Analysis (BCMCA).

 The project reaped rewards in 2011 with the development of sev-
eral important products for marine planning, including a Marine 
Atlas of Pacific Canada. Both the print and online atlases help 
decision makers from all sectors in discussions about conservation 
values, human use and planning options.
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susTainable seafood 

In 2011 our Sustainable Seafood Campaign continued to gain traction as 
more retail chains looked to SeaChoice to guide their commitments to 
promoting sustainable seafood. One particularly momentous occasion was 
the SeaChoice partnership announcement with Canada Safeway. This  
partnership was widely applauded via social media and press outreach. 

photo: vasko miokovic
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SeaChoice 
SeaChoice is a Canadian sustainable sea-
food program of five leading environmental 
groups, including Living Oceans Society. 
We help retail partners implement ocean 
friendly buying policies throughout their 
supply chains, train their staff and cus-
tomers, and actively engage with them on 
seafood policy reform initiatives. Our Sus-
tainable Seafood campaign developed a 
work plan for Canada Safeway to prepare 
and implement its new policy to sell only 
sustainable and traceable seafood by 2015, 
or be in a credible improvement project. 

Policy reform included Overwaitea Food 
Group and Living Oceans appearing togeth-
er before the House of Commons standing 
committee hearings for Closed Contain-
ment Salmon Aquaculture on behalf of 
SeaChoice. We testified that there is very 
strong market demand from consumers 
and that retailers and distributors are eager 
to purchase all salmon produced in closed 

containment projects that are 
coming on 
stream. Living 
Oceans active-
ly participated 
and organized 
closed contain-
ment aqua-

culture workshops and continued to build 
relationships with investors and producers. 
We kept our retail and supplier partners 
abreast of developments in closed contain-
ment and emerging supply sources. Many 
partners including Overwaitea Food Group 
have committed to selling farmed salmon 
produced in closed containment facilities. 
Others such as Canada Safeway have com-
mitted to phasing out sale of open net-cage 
produced salmon by 2015.

Aquaculture standards
Living Oceans, as a voting member of the 
Canadian Organic Aquaculture Standards 
body, voted ‘no’ to certifying open net-
cage salmon farming as ‘organic’ because 
it violates every principle associated with 
the term. Instead, we proposed new lan-
guage for certified organic salmon focusing 
on the features of closed systems which 
minimize or eliminate pesticide use, waste 
effluent, disease transfer and marine mam-
mal deaths. We organized significant public 
opposition to organic certification for net-
cage-produced salmon including a CAAR 
submission, a joint letter signed by more 
than 60 organizations to the Fisheries Min-
ister, DFO and Canadian General Standards 
Board, and a public petition signed by over 
1,700 people. 

Our SeaChoice sustainable seafood partners 

Retailers: Overwaitea Food Group, Whole Foods, Canada Safeway 
Federated Co-operatives and Big Carrot. 

Suppliers: Mariner Neptune, Les Pêcheries Norref, Albion Fisheries, 
7Seas and Bento Nouveau, Canada’s largest sushi retailer supplier– 
plus other western Canada sushi suppliers.

Better than the Rest? A Resource Guide for Farmed Salmon 
Certifications will help grocery retailers, chefs and restaurateurs 
discern which certifications reflect true improvements to environ-
mental performance and which may be ‘greenwashing’ or making 
empty sustainability claims. The report was distributed to major 
buyers, select California retailers, chefs and grocers’ trade associa-
tions and cooperatives.
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salmon farming

Living Oceans Society co-ordinates the Coastal Alliance for Aquaculture 
Reform (CAAR), a coalition of four leading Canadian environmental  
organizations working to protect the ocean and wild salmon from the 
harmful impacts of open net-cage salmon farming. CAAR developed  
new relationships with project developers and built market leverage 
through collaboration with retailers, seafood distributors and restaurants 
and chefs. You can read more about our marketplace campaigning in  
Sustainable Seafood on page 16.
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Closed Containment
In 2011 the Salmon Farming Campaign goal 
remained moving the salmon aquaculture 
industry from open net-cages to closed 
containment technologies. The transition 
continued to gain traction as new projects 
and proponents came forward with pilot 
projects and development plans. CAAR’s 
public advocacy, presentations, formal 
evidence and briefings have fostered the 
growing acceptance of closed containment 
as a solution to the negative environmental 
effects from net-cages. Retail and consumer 
demand for this more responsibly-produced 
product continues to grow.

CAAR’s work to push salmon farmers Ma-
rine Harvest Canada (MHC) towards closed 
containment resulted in the company plan-
ning a land-based scalable re-circulating pi-
lot project that would produce harvest-size 
Atlantic salmon. MHC contracted an engi-
neering firm to assess technologies, water 
needs, siting, and costs. Sites on northern 
Vancouver Island were identified and sys-
tem design has been defined. However, the 
project was put on hold due to economic 
conditions in the global salmon farming 

industry being unfavourable for new capital 
intensive investments. 

Better Access to Information
Living Oceans has long advocated for more 
transparency around the environmental im-
pacts of the activities at B.C. salmon farms. 
Before 2011 neither the government nor the 
salmon farming industry willingly supplied 
the public with information about disease 
incidents, drug treatments or marine mam-
mal deaths. Due to a B.C. Supreme Court 
ruling, aquaculture in B.C. is now regulated 
by the federal government. During the pro-
cess of drafting the new federal regulations, 
Living Oceans on behalf of CAAR pushed 
hard for better public reporting of environ-
mental impacts. As a result, Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada (DFO) is providing site spe-
cific data online thereby providing greater 
public access to information to many of the 
specific salmon farming impacts. 

Our push for DFO to deliver more transpar-
ent of salmon farming data succeeded in 
the release of site-specific information for 
licensed production, fish escapes, marine 
mammal kills and farm by-catch of species 
such as herring and rockfish.

Broughton Area Monitoring Plan
Collaborative research with DFO, several 
academic scientists and the three salmon 
farming producers in the Broughton  
Archipelago is giving all the parties a better 
understanding of the relationships between 
sea lice at salmon farms and those found on 
wild juvenile salmon. This unprecedented 
multiyear data sharing agreement  
provides access to years of DFO data on 
wild juvenile salmon sea lice and a decade 
of industry data on farm stocking, lice and 
treatment data and analysis.

photo: ruth joy
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Cohen Inquiry
Living Oceans testified at the Cohen Inquiry 
into the decline of Fraser River sockeye. 
Early in the proceedings, Living Oceans and 
the CAAR team worked with the Conserva-
tion Coalition and their lawyers to win the 
release of 10 years of fish health data from 
all salmon farms along the Fraser River 
sockeye migration routes. Despite the objec-
tions of industry and government, the infor-
mation we had been refused so many times 
before was finally entered into evidence and 
therefore made public at the inquiry for all 
to see. Along with the disease data, other 
information on enforcement failings and 
DFO’s close relationship with the industry 
was entered into evidence. All of this infor-
mation now on the public record will assist 
the Salmon Farming Campaign’s efforts to 
better document and analyze the harmful 
environmental impacts of salmon farming. 
The data informed our demands for better 
industry and government performance in 
the future.

The Inquiry hearings re-opened in Decem-
ber 2011 to look at new reports about sam-

ples from wild Pacific salmon that were test-
ing positive for Infectious Salmon Anemia 
virus (ISAv). These findings were thought to 
be the first time ISAv had been detected in 
salmon from the North Pacific Ocean. How-
ever, shortly after these came to light, it was 
revealed that DFO did not report earlier 
research that found the European strain of 
ISAv may have infected wild Pacific salmon 
sampled in B.C. and Alaskan waters. 

We also unearthed information that re-
vealed a new strain of ISAv had been con-
firmed in salmon eggs at AquaBounty’s 
Prince Edward Island hatchery, and entered 
it into evidence at the Inquiry. Since it was 
then on the public record we could also 
spread this news through print, broadcast 
and social media. At the time, AquaBounty 
was applying to the U.S. government for 
approval of its genetically modified (GM) 
farmed salmon. Our U.S. allies used this 
news in their ongoing efforts to block the 
U.S. Food and Drug Agency from approving 
AquaBounty’s proposal for GM salmon for 
market in the U.S.

photo: jeff reynolds
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fun and games

The Way I Sea It
Living Oceans Society launched The Way I Sea It contest in July 
2011 to raise our profile amongst outdoor adventure types. The 
prize was a spectacular, 10 day Whales and Totems of the Great 
Bear Rainforest sailing trip of the Broughton Archipelago, do-
nated by Maple Leaf Adventures. Entrants were asked to submit 
a short blog response about what inspired them to make a differ-
ence in the world. The contest attracted over 1,700 participants. 

The Way I Sea It was heavily promoted on social 
media – over 30 different environmen-
tal organizations tweeted word of the 
contest to their followers; more than 15 
different organizations promoted the contest 
in their e-newsletters, social media sites, and blogs. Con-
testants used their own social media to encourage their followers, 
friends and family to vote for their entries. The winner shared 
her own experience in Water Blogged and made a marvel-
lous video of her trip which we shared in our e-newsletter 
Oceans Update. 

By the way, Water Blogged hit an all time high readership 
in 2011. The blog shares oceans-related content in a fun and 
easily accessible way in order to reach a broad audience and 
introduce them to Living Oceans and the marine conserva-
tion issues we address.

We ran our second 
annual Ocean Expo-
sures Photo Contest 
which drew 190 mar-
velous ocean photos, 
some of which grace 
this report and our 
other print and web 
publications.

Our campaigners hit the festival circuit in the 
summer of 2011, speaking with hundreds of 
people in several northern Vancouver Island 
communities about how they can provide input 
on a range of marine conservation issues.  

photo: maple leaf adventures
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donors/suPPorTers
Living Oceans Society would like to thank all the people, groups and organizations 
that have contributed funding and in-kind resources in support of our work for a 
healthy ocean today and for generations to come. 

Find out how you can support Living Oceans at www.livingoceans/donate 

 ● 1% For The Planet
 ● David and Lucile Packard  

Foundation
 ● Environment Canda
 ● EsriCanada, Pacific Region
 ● Gordon and Betty Moore  

Foundation
 ● J W McConnell Family Foundation
 ● Jackman Foundation
 ● Oak Foundation
 ● Patagonia Inc.
 ● Tides Canada
 ● YMCA EcoAction
 ● Those who prefer to remain  

anonymous 

 ● Art for the Soul
 ● Banyen Books and Sound
 ● Beyond Expectations Communica-

tion & Design Solutions
 ● Bluewater Adventures Ltd.
 ● Borealis Music
 ● Canadian Made - 2266587 Ontario 

Inc.
 ● Coast Mountain Expeditions Ltd.
 ● Coastal Community Credit Union
 ● First Unitarian Church of Victoria
 ● Jackie Hildering
 ● Jamie’s Whaling Station
 ● Malcolm Island Lions Club
 ● Maple Leaf Adventures
 ● Mothership Adventures Inc.
 ● Oonagh O’Connor

 ● Rainbeau’s End Guesthouse
 ● Rick James
 ● Sankara Yoga
 ● Save Our Parklands Association
 ● Sund’s Lodge
 ● Sointula Digital Photography & 

Design
 ● Sointula Gallery and Bistro
 ● Sointula Wild Seafoods  

and Smokehouse
 ● SointulArt
 ● The Sointula Co-op
 ● Tim Motchman and Sheila Roote
 ● TLC Health Care
 ● WellBalance Centre for  

Health and Healing
 ● Wendy Davis

Institutions Business Donors & In-Kind Supporters

sTaff
 ● Karin Bodtker 

Marine Analyst

 ● John Driscoll 
Sustainable Fisheries Campaign 
Manager

 ● Stephanie Eakle 
Grants Administrator

 ● Geoff Gilliard  
Communications Manager

 ● Jake Etzkorn 
Local Marine Planner

 ● Yvonne Etzkorn  
Donor Relations Coordinator

 ● Tiffany Hilman 
Markets Campaigner 

 ● Kimberly Irwin 
SeaChoice Communications Intern

 ● Mary Lindsay 
Managing Director

 ● Dorie Pesicka 
Office Administrator

 ● Emma Point 
Ocean Tanker Research Intern

 ● Carrie Robb 
Geographic Informations Systems 
Specialist

 ● Kelly Roebuck 
Sustainable Seafood Campaign  
Manager

 ● Wll Soltau  
Salmon Farming Campaign Local 
Coordinator

 ● Catherine Stewart 
Salmon Farming Campaign  
Manager

 ● Katie Terhune  
Energy Campaign Coordinator

 ● Kim Wright  
Marine Planning and Protected 
Areas Campaign Manager

 ● Karen Wristen 
Executive Director  
effective  April 1, 2012

board of direCTors
 ● Astrid Scholz, Ph.D., Chair  ● Tundi Agardy, Ph.D.  ● Jody Holmes, Ph.D.



2011 Annual Report ~ Page 23

finanCials

2011 Statement Revenue and Expenses 

Revenue 
Donations from Foundations  $1,644,564

Donations, Fundraising and Other $45,984

Interest $14,458

Total $1,705,006

Expenses  
Marine Planning and Protected Areas $225,586

Marine Mapping and Analysis $128,664

Salmon Aquaculture $346,545

Energy $276,419

Sustainable Fisheries $155,279

Sustainable Seafood $157,140

Contributions to Organizations $272,700

Administration $101,698

Fund Raising $25,497

Amortization $12,014

Total $1,701,542

Excess of Revenue over Expenses $3,464

Direct Expenditures vs. Re-Grants

Direct Expenditures 
83.98%

Re-Grants 
16.02%

Administration and Fund Raising  
as a Percentage of  

Program Expenditures

Administration and 
Fund Raising 
8.18%

Program Expenditures 
91.82%

Program Expenditures

Salmon  
Farming  
26.87%

Marine Mapping  
and Analysis  
9.98%

Marine Planning  
and Protected  
Areas  
17.9%

Sustainable  
Seafood 
 12.18%

Sustainable  
Fisheries  
12.04%

Energy  
21.43%
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002097

sointula office

235 first street, box 320

sointula, bc v0n 3e0

250-973-6580

www.livingoceans.org

vancouver office

#1405-207 west hastings st.

vancouver, bc v6b 1h7

604-696-5044

info@livingoceans.org


